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F01-S103 Sisters' Ministries series

Summary information

Repository: Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada

Title: Sisters' Ministries series

Reference code: F01-S103

Date: 1964-2007 (creation)

Physical description: 9 cm of textual records

Language: English

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

July 2, 2020

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Ministries, which take the form of professional roles of service, are fundamental to the Sisters of St.
Joseph, as helping others has always been important to their mission. Professional roles such as nurse,
music teacher or homemaker are created in order to fill occupational gaps in the community or the
congregation. For example, when the community was in desperate need of music teachers, many Sisters
were assigned the ministry of “music teacher.” Before the Second Vatican Council, 1962-1965, these
professional roles were assigned to Sisters by the head superior in the form of a note on their pillow, and
sisters obediently performed their ministries. After the Council, which made the congregation question
their vows of obedience, this tradition was altered so that Sisters could form and enlist in ministries that
appealed to their specific interests in the congregation and the community.
Sisters may engage in a ministry during their second year as a novice, but they cannot assume a
professional role until they take their temporary vows and become Juniorates. In order to perform their
ministries, Sisters are required to attend the same university or college programs that other members of the
community would attend to perform the same roles. For this reason, training is constantly changing and
evolving, as are the Sisters of St. Joseph.

Scope and content

This series contains records related to general roles and duties that Sisters held in their ministries. There are
also records concerning specific professional roles, including homemaker, nurse, music teacher and teacher.
Records take the form of handwritten and typed notes on the ministries performed by individual sisters in
1999, and lists of sisters that performed specific roles in the congregation.
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Notes

Title notes

• Source of title proper: Title is based on the contents of the series.

Immediate source of acquisition

The records were transferred to the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada- London site
archives by the congregational administration.

Location of originals

The records are stored off-site in London, Ontario.

Restrictions on access

The Archives reserves the right to restrict access to the collection depending on the condition of the
archival material, the amount of material requested, and the purpose of the research. The use of certain
materials may also be restricted for reasons of privacy or sensitivity, or under a donor agreement. Access
restrictions will be applied equally to all researchers and reviewed periodically. No researcher will be
given access to any materials that contain a personal information bank such as donor agreements or
personnel records, or to other proprietary information such as appraisals, insurance valuations, or condition
reports.

Conditions governing use

Permission to study archival records does not extend to publication or display rights. The researcher must
request this permission in writing from the Archives.

Finding aids

There is a series and file list available.

Accruals

No further accruals are expected.

Note [Sources]

Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph, ‘Series F01-S100 - Formation series, https://www.archeion.ca/
formation-series-2, accessed 06/27/2019.
Sister Loretta Manzara, personal communication, June 27, 2019.

Other notes

• Publication status: published
• Level of detail: Partial
• Status description: Revised
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Access points

• Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada -- London
• Textual record (documentary form)
• Education and learning (subject)
• Health and social services (subject)
• Religion and religious people (subject)
• London (place)

Collection holdings

Subseries: F01-S103--01 - Ministries 1999

Title: Ministries 1999

Reference code: F01-S103--01

Date: 1999 (date of creation)

Scope and content: This subseries consists of records from the “The Story of Our Present Ministries”
project, which communicate the roles and duties of Sisters in their ministries as of 1999. For this project,
each Sister wrote about the ministries that she was a part of in 1999 and her specific roles and duties
within that ministry. Some of these accounts also contain personal revelations about their experiences in
these roles, and refer to past roles in other ministries. Records are arranged alphabetically by last name.

Physical description: 7 cm of textual records

Publication status:

published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: F01-S103--01--01 - Volume A to E

Title: Volume A to E

Reference code: F01-S103--01--01

Publication status:

published
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File: F01-S103--01--02 - Volume F to K

Title: Volume F to K

Reference code: F01-S103--01--02

Publication status:

published

File: F01-S103--01--03 - Volume L to O

Title: Volume L to O

Reference code: F01-S103--01--03

Publication status:

published

File: F01-S103--01--04 - Volume P to Z

Title: Volume P to Z

Reference code: F01-S103--01--04

Publication status:

published

Subseries: F01-S103--02 - Homemakers

Title: Homemakers

Reference code: F01-S103--02

Date: 1964-1972 (date of creation)

Scope and content: This subseries consists of booklets and lists related to the role of homemaker in the
congregation. These materials include workshop booklets with content that ranges from recipes and
nutritional facts to behaviours and virtues that reflect an ideal homemaker. The homemakers list contains
an undated list of Sisters who served as homemakers.

Physical description: 2 cm of textual records

Publication status:

published

Access points:
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• Textual record (documentary form)

File: F01-S103--02--01 - Homemakers’ materials

Title: Homemakers’ materials

Reference code: F01-S103--02--01

Publication status:

published

File: F01-S103--02--02 - Homemakers List

Title: Homemakers List

Reference code: F01-S103--02--02

Publication status:

published

Subseries: F01-S103--03 - Nurses

Title: Nurses

Reference code: F01-S103--03

Date: [19-?] (date of creation)

Scope and content: This subseries contains undated lists of Sisters who served as nurses. Sisters who
served in other healthcare roles such as nurses’ aides, social workers and x-ray technicians are also noted.

Physical description: 0.5 cm of textual records

Publication status:

published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: F01-S103--03--01 - Nurses list

Title: Nurses list

Reference code: F01-S103--03--01

Publication status:
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published

Subseries: F01-S103--04 - Music

Title: Music

Reference code: F01-S103--04

Date: [19-?] (date of creation)

Scope and content: This subseries contains records related to the ministry of music at the congregation.
There are two histories: one for the Congregation’s music ministry in London, Ontario from 1867-1992,
and one about “music” at Mount St. Joseph Academy. The music ministry history contains biographical
information about specific teachers as well as key locations where Sisters taught in London, Ontario. The
history of music at Mount St. Joseph Academy contains information about how students could interact
with music at the Academy through Music School or various clubs (i.e. Glee Club). The subseries also
contains lists of Sisters who served as music teachers from 1868-1990.

Physical description: 0.5 cm of textual records

Publication status:

published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: F01-S103--04--01 - Music ministry history

Title: Music ministry history

Reference code: F01-S103--04--01

Publication status:

published

File: F01-S103--04--02 - Music teachers list

Title: Music teachers list

Reference code: F01-S103--04--02

Publication status:

published

Subseries: F01-S103--05 - Teachers
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Title: Teachers

Reference code: F01-S103--05

Date: [19-?] (date of creation)

Scope and content: This subseries consists of an undated list of Sisters who served as teachers for their
ministry. No indication is given for where they practiced, or what level or subject they taught.

Physical description: 0.3 cm of textual records

Publication status:

published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: F01-S103--05--01 - Teachers list

Title: Teachers list

Reference code: F01-S103--05--01

Publication status:

published

Subseries: F01-S103--06 - Ministry roles

Title: Ministry roles

Reference code: F01-S103--06

Date: June 2007 (date of creation)

Scope and content: This subseries contains a list of roles and ministries that Sisters engaged in as of June
2007. This list reflects the exponential growth of ministries in the congregation since the Second Vatican
Council, with ministries such as Meals on Wheels, artist iconographer, and bioenergetic therapist.

Physical description: 0.3 cm of textual records

Publication status:

published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: F01-S103--06--01 - List 2007
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Title: List 2007

Reference code: F01-S103--06--01

Publication status:

published
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